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philosophies and antithetical codes of eithics and social
behaviour.

Drawing inspiration from the Humanist tradition,
the democratic Socialists or Social-Democrats visualised
social organisation as a harmony of voluntary individual
efforts. The free individual discharges his social functions,
not under any compulsion, nor again as a homage to the
exacting god of a collective ego, but out of a moral con-
viction which grows from the consciousness of freedom.
The idea of dictatorship, on the contrary, marks a com-
plete break with that cultural heritage of modern civilis-
ation. It is a negation of all the social and ethical values
which have given expression to the liberating urge of man-
kind ever since the Man of the Renaissance rose in revolt
against spiritual regimentation under the banner of the
Christian Church, and temporal totalitarianism of the
Holy Roman Empire. That being the case, a reconcili-
ation of the two ideologies, which are dividing the world
in antagonistic camps, is not possible. Nor can the one
eventual!} overwhelm the other by winning the loyalty
of a decisive majority. Because both are defective, much
too inadequate to meet the requirements of the contem-
porary world. Both have been discredited in experience.

The theory and practice of dictatorship, even as the
means to a laudable end, are repugnant. But, on the
other hand, the limitations of parliamentary democracy
can no longer be ignored. Under it, civil liberties can
be reduced to mere formalities. Without accepting the
Marxist view that parliamentary democracy is also a
class dictatorship, a view which cannot be easily disposed